
Studio	Design	Guide
Transform	Your	Space	Into	a	Professional	Recording	Environment
By	Lawrence	'ThaMyind'	Berment	-	Grammy-Nominated	Producer
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1.	Studio	Design	Fundamentals
Creating	a	professional	recording	and	mixing	environment	requires	careful	consideration	of	acoustics,
workflow,	and	technical	requirements.	Your	studio	must	serve	both	creative	and	commercial	purposes
effectively.

Core	Design	Principles	for	Recording	&	Mix	Engineers

	Pro	Tip	from	Lawrence
"After	20+	years	in	the	industry,	I've	learned	that	successful	studios	balance	exceptional	sound	quality
with	efficient	workflow.	The	studios	that	thrive	are	those	that	excel	in	both	technical	excellence	and
practical	functionality."

Room	Selection	Criteria
Size:	Minimum	10x12	feet	for	control	room,	avoid	perfect	squares
Shape:	Rectangular	rooms	work	best,	avoid	L-shapes	or	odd	angles
Ceiling	Height:	8-10	feet	minimum	for	proper	acoustics
Location:	Away	from	traffic,	HVAC,	and	other	noise	sources
Electrical:	Dedicated	circuits	for	audio	equipment

2.	Acoustic	Treatment	Essentials
Proper	acoustic	treatment	is	what	separates	amateur	recordings	from	professional	ones.	For	recording	and
mix	engineers,	accurate	monitoring	is	critical	for	making	decisions	that	translate	across	all	playback	systems.
Control	Room	Treatment
First	Reflection	Points:	Absorb	early	reflections	from	monitors
Bass	Trapping:	Control	low-frequency	buildup	in	corners
Rear	Wall	Treatment:	Diffusion	or	absorption	behind	listening	position
Ceiling	Treatment:	Prevent	flutter	echoes	and	reflections

Recording	Room	Treatment
Variable	Acoustics:	Adjustable	absorption	for	different	sources
Natural	Ambience:	Controlled	reflections	for	musicality
Isolation:	Prevent	bleed	between	instruments
Live/Dead	Zones:	Different	acoustic	characteristics	in	one	room

Acoustics	are	the	foundation	-	treat	the	room	before	buying	expensive	gear✓
Design	for	both	tracking	and	mixing	workflows✓
Plan	for	client	comfort	and	professional	presentation✓
Ensure	proper	isolation	between	recording	and	control	rooms✓
Future-proof	your	design	for	technology	upgrades✓
Consider	room	dimensions	and	modal	frequencies✓



Acoustic	Treatment	Implementation	Checklist

Treatment	Cost	Analysis
Treatment	Type Cost	Range Impact	on	Sound	Quality Priority	Level

Bass	Traps $300	-	$800 High	-	Controls	room	modes Critical
First	Reflection	Treatment $200	-	$500 High	-	Improves	stereo	imaging Critical
Ceiling	Treatment $150	-	$400 Medium	-	Reduces	flutter	echo Important
Rear	Wall	Diffusion $200	-	$600 Medium	-	Adds	spaciousness Beneficial

3.	Equipment	Selection	for	Recording	&	Mix	Engineers
Smart	equipment	choices	maximize	both	sound	quality	and	return	on	investment.	Focus	on	tools	that	serve
multiple	purposes	and	maintain	their	value	over	time.
Monitoring	System	(40%	of	budget)
Near-field	monitors:	JBL	LSR305,	KRK	Rokit	5,	or	Yamaha	HS5	($300-$600)
Audio	interface	with	monitor	control:	Focusrite	Scarlett,	PreSonus	AudioBox	($150-$400)
Reference	headphones:	Sony	MDR-7506,	Audio-Technica	ATH-M50x	($100-$200)
Monitor	isolation	pads:	Auralex	MoPads	or	IsoAcoustics	stands	($30-$100)

Recording	Chain	(35%	of	budget)
Audio	interface:	Focusrite	Scarlett	2i2,	PreSonus	AudioBox	USB	96	($100-$300)
Essential	microphones:	Shure	SM57,	Audio-Technica	AT2020	($200-$500)
Microphone	preamp:	Built	into	interface	or	Behringer	ADA8200	($200-$400)
Direct	boxes:	Radial	Pro	DI	or	Behringer	DI100	($30-$100)

	Home	Studio	Equipment	Strategy
Phase	1:	Essential	monitoring	and	basic	recording	($800-$1,500)	Phase	2:	Expand	microphone	collection
($300-$800)	Phase	3:	Add	outboard	gear	and	plugins	($500-$1,200)	Phase	4:	Upgrade	monitors	and
acoustics	($800-$2,000)

Recommended	Home	Studio	Microphone	Collection
Microphone	Type Recommended	Models Price

Range Primary	Use

Large	Diaphragm
Condenser Audio-Technica	AT2020,	Rode	NT1 $100	-

$250 Vocals,	acoustic	instruments

Dynamic	Vocal Shure	SM58,	Shure	SM7B $100	-
$400 Vocals,	guitar	amps

Instrument	Dynamic Shure	SM57,	Sennheiser	e609 $100	-
$200

Guitar	amps,	drums,
instruments

Small	Diaphragm
Condenser

Rode	M5	Pair,	Audio-Technica
AT4041

$150	-
$300

Overheads,	acoustic
instruments

4.	Room	Layout	&	Workflow	Optimization
Efficient	workflow	design	directly	impacts	productivity	and	client	satisfaction.	Every	element	should	serve
both	technical	and	business	purposes.
Home	Studio	Layout	Optimization

Multi-Purpose	Room	Configuration

Measure	room	dimensions	and	calculate	modal	frequencies✓
Install	corner	bass	traps	(minimum	4"	thick,	preferably	6-8")✓
Treat	first	reflection	points	with	2-4"	absorption	panels✓
Add	diffusion	to	rear	control	room	wall✓
Install	ceiling	clouds	above	mixing	position✓
Seal	all	air	gaps	and	potential	sound	leaks✓
Test	with	measurement	microphone	and	adjust	accordingly✓

Position	monitors	at	ear	level,	3-8	feet	from	listening	position✓
Create	an	equilateral	triangle	between	monitors	and	your	head✓
Keep	equipment	within	arm's	reach	of	your	workspace✓
Plan	cable	management	for	clean,	professional	appearance✓
Ensure	good	lighting	for	late-night	sessions✓
Include	comfortable	seating	for	clients	or	collaborators✓



⚡	Home	Studio	Workflow	Tips
Use	templates	in	your	DAW	for	quick	session	starts	•	Label	all	cables	and	connections	clearly	•	Keep	a
maintenance	log	for	equipment	•	Set	up	automated	backup	systems	•	Create	a	comfortable,	inspiring
environment

Essential	Furniture	&	Accessories
Studio	Desk:	Proper	height	for	monitors	and	equipment	($200-$800)
Ergonomic	Chair:	Comfortable	for	long	sessions	($150-$500)
Equipment	Racks:	Organize	outboard	gear	($100-$300)
Cable	Management:	Velcro	ties,	cable	trays	($50-$150)
Lighting:	Adjustable	LED	strips	or	desk	lamps	($100-$300)

5.	Budget	Planning	&	ROI	Analysis
Understanding	the	financial	aspects	ensures	your	studio	investment	pays	off.	Smart	budgeting	focuses	on
revenue-generating	capabilities	while	keeping	costs	manageable	for	home	studios.
Home	Studio	Investment	Levels
Studio	Level Total

Investment
Target	Hourly
Rate

Monthly	Revenue
Potential

Break-Even
Timeline

Basic	Home	Studio $1,500	-
$3,000 $25	-	$40/hour $800	-	$2,000 3-6	months

Professional	Home
Studio

$3,000	-
$8,000 $40	-	$75/hour $2,000	-	$5,000 6-12	months

Advanced	Home	Studio $8,000	-
$15,000 $75	-	$125/hour $5,000	-	$10,000 8-15	months

�	Home	Studio	Revenue	Strategy
Diversify	Income	Streams:	Recording	sessions	(30%	of	revenue)	•	Mixing	services	(40%	of	revenue)	•
Beat	production	and	licensing	(20%	of	revenue)	•	Teaching	and	consultation	(10%	of	revenue)

Monthly	Operating	Costs	for	Home	Studios
Utilities	(additional):	$50	-	$150
Internet	(high-speed):	$50	-	$100
Software	Subscriptions:	$30	-	$100
Equipment	Insurance:	$25	-	$75
Marketing:	$50	-	$300
Maintenance/Repairs:	$25	-	$100
Total	Monthly:	$230	-	$825

6.	Construction	&	Implementation
Proper	setup	and	implementation	ensure	your	home	studio	performs	optimally	within	budget	constraints	and
space	limitations.
Home	Studio	Setup	Phase	Planning

DIY	Acoustic	Treatment	Options
Moving	Blankets:	Temporary	absorption	for	$50-$100
Rockwool	Panels:	DIY	absorption	panels	for	$200-$400
Bass	Traps:	Corner	treatments	using	rigid	fiberglass	$150-$300

Design	for	both	recording	and	mixing	in	the	same	space✓
Use	moveable	acoustic	panels	for	variable	room	sound✓
Plan	for	quick	setup	changes	between	recording	and	mixing✓
Include	storage	for	instruments	and	equipment✓
Consider	a	vocal	booth	or	isolation	area✓
Ensure	good	ventilation	and	temperature	control✓

Choose	the	best	room	in	your	home	(avoid	bedrooms	if	possible)✓
Plan	electrical	needs	-	ensure	adequate,	clean	power✓
Install	basic	acoustic	treatment	on	a	budget✓
Set	up	equipment	systematically,	testing	each	component✓
Organize	cables	and	create	a	clean	workspace✓
Test	recording	and	monitoring	setup	thoroughly✓
Create	templates	and	presets	for	efficient	workflow✓



Reflection	Filter:	Vocal	booth	alternative	$100-$200
Carpet	and	Rugs:	Floor	treatment	for	$100-$300

	Home	Studio	Implementation	Timeline
Week	1:	Room	selection	and	basic	setup	Week	2:	Equipment	installation	and	connections	Week	3:
Acoustic	treatment	installation	Week	4:	System	testing	and	calibration	Week	5:	Workflow	optimization
and	templates	Week	6:	First	client	sessions	and	adjustments

Testing	&	Calibration
Monitor	Placement:	Use	measurement	tools	to	optimize	positioning
Room	EQ:	Basic	room	correction	with	software	or	hardware
Signal	Chain:	Test	all	connections	and	gain	staging
Backup	Systems:	Ensure	data	protection	and	redundancy
Client	Experience:	Test	workflow	from	client	perspective

	Ready	to	Build	Your	Dream	Studio?
Get	personalized	studio	design	consultation	from	Grammy-Nominated	Producer	Lawrence	'ThaMyind'

Berment
Get	Your	FREE	Studio	Design	Assessment

✓	Personalized	home	studio	design	consultation	✓	Budget-friendly	acoustic	treatment	plan	✓	Equipment
recommendations	within	your	budget	✓	ROI	analysis	and	implementation	roadmap

Visit	MyindSound.com

�	Click	to	schedule	your	free	consultation!
500+	studios	optimized	•	20+	years	experience	•	Proven	results

MyindSound	-	Professional	Music	Studio	Design	&	Technology	Solutions
©	2024	MyindSound.	All	rights	reserved.	This	guide	represents	industry	best	practices	and	professional

recommendations	based	on	20+	years	of	experience	in	music	technology	and	studio	design.

https://www.myindsound.com/

